
There were awards for a variety of categories from ‘Young 
Interpreter of the Year’ to ‘Inspiring University Student of the Year’ 
and ‘Inspiring Trainee Teacher of the Year’ to ‘Primary and 
Secondary student and teacher of the Year’ awards. The latter two 
awards were very generously sponsored by Sanako UK who also 
offered a bonus prize to the winners and their schools.

What is next for Coventry City of Languages? 
As time has gone on, while the team were planning this launch, 
the vision has developed and grown from the early days. There 
are now 4 threads to the vision.
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Their vision developed and they told as many people as possible 
about their dream. They drew together a team from around Coventry, 
connected to all sectors, with their passion and enthusiasm, as well 
as gathering support from several local MP’s, prominent councillors 
and some generous sponsors. 

On the afternoon of October 8th 2021, Coventry was launched as a 
City of Languages at a celebration event held at Coventry University. 
There were companies, local businesses and groups, with both 
Coventry and Warwick Universities having stalls, displays and 
activities in the ‘market place’ outside, while inside an award 
ceremony was held. 

The event was opened by an amazing rendition of ‘This is Me’ from 
the ‘Greatest Showman,’ in Spanish and French, by 3 Coventry 
Primary Schools; Alderman Green, Templars and Courthouse Green 
Primary. The smiles on everyone’s faces and their energy was 
fantastic. They clearly enjoyed performing, and “That was awesome!” 
was overheard from one youngster. The award presentations were 
interspersed by other performances, including a presentation by the 
learners at the local refugee centre, who had taken part in a 
workshop at Shakespeare’s Birth Place. 

“Their vision developed and they told 
as many people as possible about 

their dream. ”

Coventry, City of 
Languages 2021
Coventry City of Languages 
started as a fabulous dream 

Two Coventry teachers, Anna Grainger and Vicky Seaton, 
wanted to raise the profile of languages in Coventry. 

Anna, a primary MFL specialist teacher, and Vicky, a 
secondary MFL teacher, dreamt of seeing languages 
celebrated in Coventry, a city where there is a high 
number of different languages spoken. In this celebration, 
their vision was to see all levels and aspects of language 
learning included, whether it be home languages, 
language learning in primary or secondary schools, at 
University, in businesses, language schools, translation, 
interpreting or in the refugee centre. 

Sue O’Malley, Primary 
Languages Teacher of the Year

Amélie Goodacre, Secondary Languages 
Teacher of the Year

Louise Smith, Coventry City of Languages
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Monmouth 
Comprehensive School
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During the recent 2021 period of lockdown in the UK, students 
of A-Level Spanish really enjoyed exploring topics, such as 
Teletrabajo and Quinceañeras, using authentic materials. The 
flow of tasks could be adapted so that students progressed at a 
manageable pace; the instant feedback on aspects such as the 
gap fills was viewed as very helpful to their learning journey. 

Thanks to these continuing innovations at Sanako, our courses 
were able to continue offering students the challenge, support 
and monitoring that they have come to expect, alongside 
maintaining their confidence in their language skills.

With our licenses renewed for another year, we are looking 
forward to bringing more varied Sanako Connect exercises 
down into Key Stage 4, who, up until now, have mainly used it 
to practice role play and conversation tasks. We remain 
delighted in using Sanako’s software as the positive impact on 
progress and student confidence is clear.

Sanako Connect Online Language 
Teaching System
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Jill Snook, Faculty Leader for International Languages, 
Monmouth Comprehensive School

Alex Griffiths, Teacher of Spanish, 
Monmouth Comprehensive School

“We remain delighted in using Sanako’s 
software as the positive impact on progress 

and student confidence is clear.”

Monmouth Comprehensive School in South Wales have 
been delighted with their purchase of licenses for 
Sanako Connect Online, promoting independence and 
confidence amongst students across a range of skills. 
Students study French, German and Spanish GCSE and 
A-Level. The International Languages Faculty is also a 
Learning Network School for the EAS (Education 
Achievement Service), which supports and promotes 
language learning with other schools in the area, 
through the Welsh Government Global Futures Strategy. 

At Monmouth, students are passionate about International 
Languages, and we are proud to offer them a wide range of 
opportunities. As the new Welsh Curriculum approaches in 2022, we 
are working hard to develop our students into ambitious learners and 
confident individuals across a range of language skills.

The past 18 months have been transformative in terms of how we 
deliver our courses to students. On paper, delivering a language 
course at a distance seems like a tall order but, with Sanako 
Connect, we have been able to continue to provide our students 
with a wide range of opportunities to access authentic language 
resources, aiding their development. The remote training we 
received was invaluable for the International Languages team, and 
allowed us to really stretch ourselves with what we could offer 
students virtually. The team at Sanako has been incredible, and are 
always able to provide answers to our questions, as well as keeping 
us informed of the latest innovations in the software.

While we initially used Sanako Connect as a remote extension of 
the Sanako Study 700 system, installed on our school laptops, the 
additional training allowed us to explore beyond the recording 
functions. In particular, we have been able to offer entire remote 
lessons for Key Stage 5 that use a variety of media to inform 
students on a topic, elicit responses from them in writing and orally, 
before providing them with exam style gap fill, multiple choice or 
translation questions. 

Within the Connect platform, teachers don’t only get the opportunity 
to create dedicated exercises, but can monitor, assess and interact 
with their students. Giving live feedback through Sanako Connect is 
also a seamless process, keeping everything in one place.

They are easy to access for students as the entire system is fully 
GDPR compliant giving us all peace of mind.
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University of Limerick
Responding to new challenges in 
language teaching and learning with 
Blended Learning 

The University of Limerick (UL), is located on the west 
coast of Ireland along the picturesque River Shannon 
and enjoys an unspoiled natural environment blended 
with state-of-the-art teaching and research facilities. 

UL was awarded prestigious 5-star rankings for 
graduate employability, innovation and knowledge 
transfer, teaching, engagement, internationalisation 
and infrastructure by QS Stars independent 
assessors.

The School of Modern Languages and Applied Linguistics 
(MLAL), part of the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences at the University of Limerick, engages in teaching 
and research across a wide range of subjects whose common 
concern is the acquisition, analysis and interpretation of a 
range of languages and their associated cultures. 

The School of MLAL was created in September 2014, after the 
division of UL’s School of Languages, Literature, Culture and 
Communication (known, prior to 2009 as the Department of 
Languages and Cultural Studies), and now counts over 2,000 
students. It seeks to advance the University’s established 
reputation for excellence in teaching, learning and research in 
applied languages, linguistic, literary and cultural areas. 

The school is composed of French, German, Japanese, Spanish, 
and TESOL & Linguistics sections and has always been proud of 
the quality of service to students delivered by teaching staff. For 
many years, the university has been at the forefront of advanced 
languages technology and language pedagogy to the benefit of 
both students and staff. 

It has won many European Language Label Award for its teaching 
and learning support innovations. So much so that, when the 
COVID-19 lockdown was implemented in March 2020, the School 
of Modern Languages and Applied Linguistics was determined to 
maintain this high-quality support for students whilst off campus. 

The members of the Teaching and Learning Working Group 
immediately began to investigate the best technology for the job.
 

Rather than follow the crowd and ‘make the best of’ a 
generic online system, MLAL investigated what would be 
the best solution for their staff and students. After 
appraising various options, the school purchased Sanako 
Connect Online, a system designed specifically for the 
delivery of modern language teaching. 

We are hoping to write a follow-up article in the next edition 
of this newsletter about the impact that Sanako Connect 
has made to the delivery of language classes within the 
School and about the long-time changes it has brought.It is 
early days for us, but so far so good! 

Catherine Jeanneau, Coordinator of the 
Language Learning Hub, University of Limerick
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“After appraising various options, the 
school purchased Sanako Connect Online, 

a system designed specifically for the 
delivery of modern language teaching.”  



During the recent 2021 period of lockdown in the UK, students 
of A-Level Spanish really enjoyed exploring topics, such as 
Teletrabajo and Quinceañeras, using authentic materials. The 
flow of tasks could be adapted so that students progressed at a 
manageable pace; the instant feedback on aspects such as the 
gap fills was viewed as very helpful to their learning journey. 

Thanks to these continuing innovations at Sanako, our courses 
were able to continue offering students the challenge, support 
and monitoring that they have come to expect, alongside 
maintaining their confidence in their language skills.

With our licenses renewed for another year, we are looking 
forward to bringing more varied Sanako Connect exercises 
down into Key Stage 4, who, up until now, have mainly used it 
to practice role play and conversation tasks. We remain 
delighted in using Sanako’s software as the positive impact on 
progress and student confidence is clear.

While learning English and German in France, speaking out loud 
was what I enjoyed the least. I (and everyone else) would avoid 
eye contact with the teacher when they looked for a victim to 
answer a question, and always felt self-conscious about speaking 
in front of everyone else and, as a rule, we would make fun of 
anyone who would even attempt a decent accent, accusing them 
of trying too hard! I was therefore very surprised when I started 
teaching in England and found that pupils here were keen to 
speak and didn’t mind getting pronunciation wrong.

Ten years on, pupils are still eager to participate in class, but it 
seems to me that pronunciation is becoming worse; they never 
cease to amaze me with the new ways they find to mispronounce 
sounds that seem very straightforward to me! This is a concern I 
share with my colleagues and nothing we had been doing, such 
as setting up pair work activities or modelling correct 
pronunciation and trying to get pupils to think of pitfalls, seemed to 
work. The fact is that classroom-based lessons do not invite 
meaningful speaking activities. Even in a small group, individual 
pupils only get a very limited amount of time to speak and receive 
feedback, and as the teacher struggles to listen to every pair, 
conversations tend to veer towards weekend plans (not in the 
target language!) and all pretence of practising pronunciation is 
forgotten.  

King Edward’s School, 
Witley

    
Blended Learning for 
Modern Foreign Languages
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King Edward’s School, Witley stands out for its rich 
historic connections, inclusive Christian ethos, lively 
international mix of pupils and the deep affection that 
pupils and parents feel for the School. Creative 
thinkers, problem-solvers, social advocates, and 
independently minded entrepreneurs learn what they 
are capable of within our peaceful setting in the Surrey 
Hills.

This is certainly true in the Modern Foreign Languages 
Department. According to Gwendolenn  Holtham, Teacher 
of MFL at the school;
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Gwendolenn  Holtham, 
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

Enthused by the possibilities, our school invested in a Sanako 
Study 700 Language Centre that was installed over the 
summer, ready to be put to use as soon as the new term 
started.

We are still finding our feet with the lab and the activities we set 
are rudimentary, but it is obvious that it will become an 
invaluable resource. In one recent lesson I listened to pupils, 
one by one, reading a text in French to me. Errors tend to get 
diluted in the classroom and it can be harder to spot patterns, 
but listening through the headset and giving each pupil my full 
attention enabled me to spot which mistakes were made 
consistently, which were made by some more than others, and 
give instant feedback. 

The lab will also be very useful for IGCSE pupils who will pack 
in more role play and conversation practice than their 
predecessors could have dreamed of.

Additionally our Standard Level and Higher Level IB learners, 
who prepare for different speaking exams, will certainly benefit 
from being able to work for a full lesson in the same room and 
at the same time, but on different tasks. The future of speaking 
certainly looks brighter for teaching staff and pupils alike with 
our blended learning solution of Sanako Connect & Sanako 
Study 700. 

“...listening through the headset and 
giving each pupil my full attention 
enabled me to spot which mistakes 

were made consistently, which were 
made by some more than others, and 

give instant feedback.” 

Now enter Sanako UK. During the last UK lockdown we 
were very lucky that our Head of Department arranged for 
us to try Sanako Connect while teaching from home. 
Suddenly, there was an easy way for pupils to record 
themselves reading out loud, or to record their lines in a 
pre-recorded conversation – no excuse for not completing 
the work! Everyone could speak, and everyone got the 
chance to be listened to by the teacher (albeit not always 
“live”, although this facility was available to us).



Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, 
professional university with a global reputation for 
academic excellence. It is based in the heart of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, which is regularly voted the 
best place in the UK for students.

The University has its origins in the Rutherford College, 
founded in 1880. Today, by putting students at the heart 
of an outstanding experience, and with world leading 
research and award-winning partnerships, Northumbria is 
a new kind of excellent university.

Northumbria is top ten in the UK for the number of 
graduates entering professional employment and nine 
out of ten of our graduates are working or studying six 
months after graduation. 

At the Northumbria Language Centre our Modern Foreign 
Languages provision has a long tradition of world-class teaching 
and has strong links to employers. 

We offer a range of foreign language provision at different levels 
of study, which are separated into undergraduate degree level 
(joint degrees with Newcastle Business School) and individual 
credit-bearing modules in a range of languages which can be 
studied supplementary to your main degree programme. 
Our provision includes:

Joint degree programmes
Our joint degree programmes are delivered alongside Newcastle 
Business School and are contextualised in contemporary issues 
relating to business, social, political and cultural environments of 
the countries relevant to the language studied. These 
programmes offer full language and academic study in your 
chosen language as well as interpreting skills. Our joint under-
graduate degree programmes are:
• International Business with French BA (Hons)
• International Business with Spanish BA (Hons)

Unilang (University-wide Languages For All)
We also offer a range of languages that can be studied as a 
credit-bearing option on credit-bearing modules on your existing 
degree programme.
Among the modules we currently offer are:
• British Sign Language  • French
• German    • Italian
• Japanese    • Mandarin Chinese
• Spanish

Advanced Modern Languages Teaching Technology
At Northumbria Language Centre we have always believed in 
providing our students with the very latest languages technology, 
they deserve the very best tools for the job to help them achieve 
the consistently high results obtained.

The Language Zone is located in the City Campus Library. It 
contains language learning resources for students learning 
English or for those studying Modern Foreign Languages.

A collaborative table and technology for group work
Specialist Sanako software for language learning.
In addition to The Language Zone, we also have four PC 
based Sanako language labs in the University that are 
dedicated to language teaching, with world-class facilities and 
software to complement your learning.

Language Teaching throughout COVID-19 Lockdown
When the UK wide lockdown was implemented in March 2020, 
we knew we had to find a way of ensuring that both our 
languages teaching and interpreter training lessons must 
continue, the question was how to best suit our student’s 
needs? We also had to take into account time differences  for 
our international students, so any technology had to be 
capable of both synchronous and asynchronous operation on 
various devices, and of course GDPR compliant.

Like most institutions we investigated the large generic online 
systems, but wanted a dedicated online system for Modern 
Language and Interpreting, so we turned to our long standing 
languages technology partner Sanako UK.

They introduced to Sanako Connect, an online product 
specifically designed for modern languages and interpreting. 
Meeting all our requirements we quickly introduced Connect 
and it enabled continuous online teaching for our students.

With Sanako Connect we can run multiple classes simultane-
ously online, monitor and speak to students video a live audio 
and video stream, upload various types of exercise and even 
embed YouTube videos as exercise.

Additionally, the two channel recording system enables live 
interaction and simultaneous and consecutive interpreting 
activities which our students love.
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Northumbria 
University
Seamless Blended Languages 
Learning throughout Lockdown



Luton 6th Form 
College
The Latest Technology delivers 
40 Years of MFL Success

Luton Sixth Form College has had a Tandberg/ Sanako 
Language Lab for at least 40 years. I know this 
because I remember using it as a student and again as 
a teacher when I joined the College staff in 2000.
 
Even though we eventually had to record CD material onto 
tapes in order to keep using the old lab with its huge 
teacher console, enormous headphones and fixed 
tape-decks, we were nervous about swapping its reliable 
solidity for a digital solution. Eleven years ago, though, we 
moved into a new purpose-built college building and a 
sleek new college required a sleek new lab, so we invested 
in Sanako Study 1200 and embraced the new possibilities. 
With the help of our own IT department and Sanako, we 
quickly embraced the flexibility of a system that offers a 
wide range of teaching and learning activities.

With the Study 1200 we could do everything we could do 
before plus lots that we could not. Obviously, speaking and 
listening were still key, but the ability to send documents, to 
disable the internet, to see what students had on their 
screen and even control what they did with it, made 
colleagues from other departments envious.

When teaching mixed-ability classes, we can easily provide 
different groups of students with differentiated work by grouping 
them on Sanako. Collaborative work can be done both orally 
(using the ‘Discussion’ feature) or in writing (by using ‘Chat’). Of 
course, even with the most conscientious students there are 
always a couple of minutes of waving across the classroom and 
laughing as they figure out who they are speaking to, but once 
the novelty wears off, useful work can be done. We are lucky to 
have quite small classes in most languages, but with bigger 
classes, we can change groupings easily so that students get to 
speak to a number of different partners without having the 
disruption of moving about the room.

This term, we have added Sanako Connect Online to our 
resources. We are still novices at creating exercises, but we are 
excited to be able to use lab functions outside the classroom. 
The ability to set listening and speaking tasks as homework and 
the knowledge that should we have to return to remote teaching, 
we will still be able to do speaking practice, make climbing this 
latest rung on the language laboratory’s evolutionary ladder 
definitely worthwhile.
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Samantha Fabbro, 
Head of Modern Languages

“When teaching mixed-ability classes, we can easily 
provide different groups of students with 

differentiated work by grouping them on Sanako.”
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Hill House School, 
Doncaster
Bring Your Own Device for 
Languages (BYOD)
Mrs Catarina Sabel, 
Pereira, Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
Mr Kristan Jackson, 
Director of Technology and Digital Strategy

Hill House School is an independent day school for 
girls and boys aged from 3 to 18, who pride 
themselves in being able to bring out the potential in 
all children. 

At Hill House, class sizes are small resulting in high 
expectations and very high standards of academic 
success; the school is very proud of its examination 
results, which are among the best in the country.

Hill House is a community built on outstanding 
relationships. Teachers know their pupils very well, and 
every child is known as an individual; for their strengths 
and needs.

English, mathematics, sciences, humanities, and modern 
languages are all important subjects within the curriculum. 
Pupils enjoy a significant academic variety, encompassing 
subjects as different as computing and philosophy, politics 
and ethics, economics, and Latin. Hill House is the highest 
performing school in the area for GCSE and A Level results, 
with 97% of its Upper Sixth Form leavers gaining places at 
their first choice university.

Always forward thinking and innovative, the school, and the 
Modern Foreign Languages Department, have embraced a Bring 
Your Own Device (BYOD) strategy to leverage the enthusiasm 
pupils and staff have for their own devices and the potential within 
digital technologies for the benefit of teaching and learning.

After many years of successfully using their Sanako Study
1200 language system, for the school’s Modern Languages 
Department it was vital that this same dedicated languages 
functionality was made available on any platform that students 
may choose.

Systems must be GDPR compliant, reliable, simple to use, quick 
to access and work both synchronously and asynchronously. In 
particularly, for the MFL department, the unique voice insert 
activity for student assessment and feedback was a sought after 
feature. The school’s head of MFL, Mrs Sabel-Pereira, and 
Director of Technology and Digital Strategy, Mr Kristan Jackson, 
began rigorously investigating the options available. Ultimately it 
was the Sanako Connect online system which both met and 
surpassed the required specification. After a successful trial of the 
system by the MFL department it was implemented at the start of 
term with a seamless transition and enthusiastic uptake among 
pupils and staff

A follow-up article from the Modern Languages Department’s 
progress will be published in the next issue of this newsletter, 
which is anticipated to be very positive.

“Always forward thinking and innovative, the 
school, and the Modern Foreign Languages 

Department, have embraced a Bring Your Own 
Device (BYOD) strategy to leverage enthusiasm.”



Independent Pronunciation Practice
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Monmouth 
Comprehensive School
Sanako Online Pronunciation 
Practice System

In addition to our Sanako Study 700 and Sanako 
Connect systems, Monmouth Comprehensive School 
in South Wales have been delighted with their 
purchase of licenses for Sanako Pronounce Live, 
promoting confidence and resilience amongst 
students in their speaking. 

Students study French, German and Spanish GCSE and 
A-Level. The International Languages Faculty is also a 
Learning Network School for the EAS (Education 
Achievement Service), which supports and promotes 
language learning with other schools in the area, through 
the Welsh Government Global Futures Strategy. At 
Monmouth, students are passionate about International 
Languages, and we are proud to offer them a wide range 
of opportunities. As the new Welsh Curriculum approaches 
in 2022, we are working hard to develop our students into 
ambitious learners and confident individuals, particularly 
when it comes to their speaking skills.

We recently renewed our license for Sanako Pronounce 
Live for use within the Faculty, which allows us to use the 
software in-class and remotely across different languages. 
The in-person demonstration we received from David at 
Sanako was informative and showed students the utility 
and competitive element of the programme. As we have 
trialled and expanded our use of Pronounce, David and the 
Sanako UK team have always been there to respond to our 
feedback and answer our questions.

Given the uncertain nature of in-school attendance during the 
past 18 months, Pronounce Live has been an invaluable tool in 
helping our students develop their confidence in speaking. One 
of the many barriers that exists for second language learners is 
often the fear of not sounding ‘native’. So, having the 
opportunity to work on their pronunciation in class and at home 
has really broken down those barriers. The clean, simple 
interface allows students to see mistakes in a traffic-light 
system, allowing them to hone in on errors and attempt 
immediate improvements. The scoring system allows them to 
harness their competitive spirit and strive for further accuracy – 
with many opting to practice until they ‘Beat the Teacher’.

Students enjoy the independence afforded by the software, and 
the level of challenge can be adjusted in each task by ‘flipping’ 
the learning and making students speak without hearing the 
model answer. Within the classes who trialled this as a pilot last 
year, even the most reticent of language learners got involved, 
took the knocks from low scores, and picked themselves up to 
try again. 

Jill Snook, Faculty Leader for International Languages
Alex Griffiths, Teacher of Spanish

The Sanako headphones take the element of 
self-consciousness out of the equation, and we’re seeing 
that students want to focus on self-improvement instead. 
As we continue to expand our use of Pronounce Live  
across the Key Stages, we look forward to seeing the 
positive impact it has on student motivation, resilience and 
independence as they take one step closer to being 
confident, ambitious linguists.

“The clean, simple interface allows students to 
see mistakes in a traffic-light system, allowing 

them to hone in on errors and attempt 
immediate improvements.”



What makes a great teacher? Well, there’s no easy 
answer to that question, but key ingredients have to 
include drive and enthusiasm, an unquenchable 
desire to help your students, and a genuine love for 
the subject you teach.

It was, therefore, a pleasure to talk to Jane Austen-loving 
Mrs Roberta Mosca of Liceo Classico Vittorio Emanuele 
II, who certainly ticks all these boxes. We talked about her 
teaching practice, how her English lessons have changed 
during the pandemic and how Sanako’s virtual classroom 
software helps her students maximize opportunities to 
practice their spoken English, French & Spanish.

Located in Jesi, a town in the province of Ancona close to 
Bologna in the north of Italy, Liceo Classico Vittorio 
Emanuele II is a high school with over 700 students, aged 
between 14 and 19. It was one of the first high schools in the 
town and educates students on three main tracks - the 
classics, human sciences, and social economics. English 
Language and Literature are essential components of all 
three curricula and are taught by a team of 7 teachers, 
including Mrs Mosca.

The students are highly motivated and “adore English,” Mrs 
Mosca says. Students are “continually exposed to English 
language and culture” and her class of 15-year-olds are
apparently big fans of Downton Abbey! Mrs Mosca has only three 
hours of English lessons with each class every week - it’s easy to 
sense her frustration at this “limited engagement,” but the 
students are “a pleasure” to teach. Her biggest difficulty, she 
says, is finding the right language learning resources and 
materials to keep them motivated and progressing.

Traditional teaching methods
Life pre-Covid, Mrs Mosca comments, “seems like centuries ago” 
and she’s noticed significant changes to her lessons as a result of 
online delivery. Previously, her English language lessons would 
have followed the core textbooks, typically with a video stimulus 
and with a priority attached to conversation practice and writing 
tasks. In order to support her students’ four core language skills 
(listening, reading, speaking, and writing), Mrs Mosca said that 
she would also develop more creative and bespoke activities 
including role-plays.

In English Literature sessions, her students studied a traditional 
diet of classic texts, which would then be subjected to rigorous 
analysis. Importantly, Mrs Mosca sought to deploy cross-
curricular techniques to bring literature and language studies 
together. 
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These aimed to boost understanding of key concepts, whilst 
developing key skills through creative writing projects. Getting 
her students to imagine themselves as 
Robinson Crusoe, stranded on a desert island, for example.

A dramatic shift online
Lessons during the pandemic have, she notes, been “completely 
different as it’s now all online.” The pandemic struck almost 
without warning and it was hard for her, her colleagues, and 
students to adapt: “It just hit us!” She admits that her first online 
lessons were a struggle and that she “was just using whatever 
online resources I could find.” From September 2020, things 
began to improve as Italy’s national and regional governments 
deployed remote teaching technology (e.g Google Classroom) to 
make things “more organized.” Even in April 2021, the whole 
timetable is still being taught online and Mrs. Mosca and her 
colleagues are constantly creating lesson materials and 
supporting resources for their students to work through.

She’s clear that the shift to online teaching has been an 
“enormous change.” For Mrs. Mosca, an avid Shakespeare fan, 
the shift is best explained in this brilliant theatrical analogy:

“Previously we were just actors on a stage, trying to motivate 
students with our physical presence. And now, we are directors 
trying to select the right study material for the right class 
according to their mood.”

She also notes that this typically means deploying more creative 
approaches to engage students. One example she describes 
sees students working as curators of an exhibition at the British 
Museum. However, she acknowledges that: “It's hard work for 
them and for me, but I think it's more suitable for online learning.” 
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Global Feature:
Liceo Classico Vittorio 
Emanuele II, Italy
Italian language teachers respond to 
the move to online learning

“...I will continue doing many of the things I’ve 
learned and done during the lockdown.”



It’s also particularly challenging, Mosca reflects, when her 
students are desperate to go back to school: ”They just want to be 
together again.”

However, Mrs Mosca is clear - the experience has transformed 
her teaching practice and she’s preparing to build back better 
when school reopens. It has, she says, had “a very deep impact 
on my teaching and I will continue doing many of the things I’ve 
learned and done during the lockdown.”

Using language teaching technologies
The things she will be continuing to use are dedicated online 
language teaching tools, particularly Sanako Connect. Liceo 
Classico Vittorio Emanuele II started using this software to 
facilitate online language learning at the end of 2020 - it was 
specifically deployed in the first instance to support speaking 
practice, but Mrs Mosca is “keen to get students using it for 
reading and writing exercises as well.”

Sanako Connect, she says, is “really, really clear and simple to 
use.” Mrs Mosca likes how the tool is “very convenient. I can set 
questions for 20 students in one go and can then receive and 
review all of their answers in one place.” Importantly for the 
school, Sanako Connect offers “specific language teaching 
functionality that we don’t have on Google or anywhere else.” 

As Mrs Mosca comments, Sanako Connect also enables her 
students to tackle more challenging creative projects: “I want to 
see students using it to post their opinions and reviews of topical 
events such as President Biden’s inauguration speech or the 
assault on the Capitol.”

Whether it’s used for responding to global news or analysing Pride 
and Prejudice, Sanako Connect supports language teachers like 
Mrs Mosca to enhance their teaching and engage their students 
as never before - even when teaching remotely.
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“Previously we were just actors on a stage, 
trying to motivate students with our physical 
presence. And now, we are directors trying to 
select the right study material for the right 
class according to their mood.”



Get in touch
We’d love to hear about your experiences 
with Sanako Language Labs. Whether you 
have an interesting teaching idea, a 
successful project, student comments and 
opinions, questions for other users or your 
own Language Lab hints and tips to share, 
let us know and we’ll include them in the next 
issue to help ensure everyone gets the very 
best from their Sanako Language Lab 
systems.

Please email us at:
ukenquiries@sanako.com

Would you like to contribute to
the next Platform newsletter?

BONJOUR

cześć

HO
LA 

CIAO 

γε
ια σα

ς 

你
好

!

Hallo

HelloHej

For the love of
languages 
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Tandberg 
becomes the 
global leader in 
language labs

1961-1979

Teleste 
acquires 
Tandberg’s 
educational 
division

1984

Teleste develops world’s 
first computer-controlled 
Language Lab

1991

Teleste installs 
world’s first 
virtual 
language lab

2000

Divace changes its name 
and launches a new 
global brand – Sanako

2003

Study, a 
modular 
software 
language 
lab, is 
launched

2006

Over 1 million 
student 
positions in 
daily use globally

2008

Over 30,000 
Sanako classroom 
installations globally

2010

Cloud based 
language lab is 
launched

2011

Sanako offers 
content for 
teachers

2012

Sanako 
Pronounce Pro 
is launched

2013

Sanako 
SignLab is 
launched for BSL 
Sign Language

2014

Sanako launch 
the Web 
Recorder – an 
online dual track 
voice recorder

2015

Over 7 Million 
student positions 
in daily use 
globally

2019

Sanako Anywhere 
is launched for 
online language 
learning

2016

Pronounce Live, Sanako’s 
online pronunciation practice 
application, is launched

2017

Sanako 
launches the 
world's first 
software- 
based 
conference 
interpreting 
system

2018

Sanako launch Connect, a cloud 
based blended learning and home 
learning module for its popular 
Study Range of Language 
systems, including Conference 
Interpreter Training applications. 
Working in both synchronous & 
asynchronous modes for 
maximum impact on outcomes

2020

Sanako Connect becomes the 
most widely used interactive MFL 
platform for dedicated languages 
teaching during the COVID 
lockdown enabling lessons to 
continue

2021

Sanako Timeline
Over the last 60 years, our language labs have been accepted in over 
100 countries, with 50,000 classroom installations, and over 7 million users.



Sanako Product Updates
New Product Releases and 

Software Updates From Sanako

Sanako Reactored 
Primary 
Product Launch

Sanako is pleased to announce the 
launch of Reactored Primary in 
November 2021. 

Designed by Primary Languages Teachers 
and for Primary Languages Teachers, 
Sanako Reactored Primary combines high 
quality audio and requires only an internet 
connection and devices for the users (eg. 
mobile phones, tablets, laptops). The 
one-year licence can be purchased for the 
whole school or a single teacher and 
her/his students. We can also provide a 
tailored solution based on your needs. 
At the moment, Sanako Reactored is used 
in over a dozen countries around the globe!

Sanako Study Range 
New Software 
Version Update

Following a pause in development 
due to COVID-19, full development 
has resumed.

We are pleased to announce that version 
9.4 of Study 1200/700 is now available.

Sanako Connect 
Online
New Software 
Version Updates
Customers who use the Sanako 
Connect online languages system 
will have noticed regular updates 
have been made freely available. 

This are automatically loaded into your 
system at log in. 

Contact Us:
Sanako UK Ltd
4 Carrwood Park
Selby Road
Leeds
LS15 4LG

Tel: 0113 385 4670

www.Sanako.co.uk
ukenquiries@Sanako.com
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